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Memorial Day even 
harder on vets, families 


Marking holiday difficult as 
pandemic devastates WWI], 
Vietnam service members 


By R.J. RICO 
The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — One was a 94-year-old 
veteran of World War II who was the first 
of his 11 brothers to enlist in the military. 
One was a Vietnam veteran who lost his 
leg overseas and was always touched 
when people thanked him for his service. 
Another was drafted into the military at 
18 and was awarded a Purple Heart. 

They are among the untold number of 


CORONAVIRUS 


veterans who served and survived during 
times of war only to die in recent weeks 
from the coronavirus. 

This year’s Memorial Day will pay trib- 
ute not only to those who died on the bat- 
tlefield but also more recent fallen sol- 
diers. And in a reminder of the way coro- 
navirus has transformed American lives 
and traditions, many of the usual Memo- 
rial Day gatherings have been either can- 
celed or curtailed — mindful of the pan- 
demic that has already killed more than 
90,000 people in the U.S. 

It’s making the situation even more 
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Star-spangled salute 


The downtown Dallas skyline — including Reunion 
Tower, the Bank of America building and the Omni 
Hotel — took on a patriotic feel Sunday for the Memo- 


rial Day weekend. 
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The remains of 48-year-old Scott Rowe lay on his woodworking bench at the southwest Fort Worth home he shared with his wife, Lisa Rowe. 
She had just gone to pick them up in May after he died in mid-April. 


Lisa Rowe’s husband had heart failure and she 
couldn’t see him after the paramedics took him away. 
He died shortly afterward. 


ESSAY 


Online community 
comforts woman 


after husband's death 


By DAVID TARRANT 
Staff Writer 
dtarrant@dallasnews.com 


One night last month, a 
series of tweets from a 
stranger got me thinking 
about mortality and empa- 
thy and what we owe each 
other now. 

I was home watching a 
movie that weekend night. 
A friend called and told me 
to check out Lisa Rowe's 


Twitter feed. 

I knew all about the 
woman who calls herself 
@txvoodoo. She isnt fa- 
mous, but her witty takes on 
everything from politics to 
aquariums have earned her 
12,000 followers. Through 
the alchemy of social media, 
Td come to care about her 
even though Td never met 
her. 

Now she was writing in 
real time about the collapse 
of her husband, Scott. Para- 
medics had come to her 
home in Fort Worth to take 
him to the hospital. 


Finding solace in isolated grieving 


Her tweets came in 
bursts, no time for punctua- 
tion. 

“Plz say prayers ambu- 
lance here scott in cardiac 
arrest.” 

“They took him to the 
hospital they had the 
breathing thing attached 
and doing chest compres- 
sions.” 

She couldnt go with 
him, she said. Hospital co- 
ronavirus rules. 

“I just don’t know what 
to do” 
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Trump administration urged 
all nursing home residents, 
staff be checked for the virus 


By ALAN SUDERMAN 
The Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Nearly two 
weeks ago the White House urged 
governors to ensure that every nursing 
home resident and staff member be 
tested for the coronavirus within 14 
days. 

It’s not going to happen. 

A review by The Associated Press 
found that at least half of the states are 
not going to meet the White House’s 
deadline and some aren’t even bother- 
ing to try. 

Only a handful of states, including 
West Virginia and Rhode Island, have 
said they've already tested every nurs- 
ing home resident. 

On May 1, Gov. Greg Abbott or- 
dered coronavirus testing for all Texas 
nursing home 
residents and 
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testing to nurs- 

ing homes 

across the state. He also assigned the 
National Guard to disinfect the state’s 
nursing homes amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

According to Texas Health and 
Human Services, there were about 
4,000 confirmed cases among resi- 
dents at nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities as of Sunday. There 
were 475 facilities with a confirmed 
case among its staff or residents and 
665 COVID-19-related deaths as of 
Sunday, according to the state HHS 
website. 

Many states said the logistics, costs 
and manpower needs are too great to 
test all residents and staff in a two- 
week window. Some say they need an- 
other week or so, while others say they 
need much more time. 

California, the most populous 
state, said it is still working to release a 
plan that would ensure testing capaci- 
ty for all residents and staff at skilled 
nursing facilities statewide. 
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Border workers fear return to job 


up production and restart the 
supply chain deemed critical 
for North America’s economy. 
The target date for reopen- 
ing is June 1, although some of- 
ficials say work may begin as 
early as Monday. The massive, 
multibillion-dollar 
tional supply chain — which 
connects cities across Mexico 
and the U.S., including Dallas 
— stretches across El Paso and 
Juarez, one of the border re- 


Infections, deaths rise 
-in El Paso-Juárez area 
- as plants set to reopen 


By ALFREDO CORCHADO 
Border-Mexico Correspondent 
and VALERIA OLIVARES 


Special Contributor 


CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
— This nation is far from flat- 
tening the COVID-19 curve, but 
thousands of maquiladora em- 


interna- 


omy. 


not met federal or state guide- 
lines from their own govern- 
ments for making progress 
against the virus before reopen- 
ing. Officials on both sides of 
the border are warning that 
moving too fast could raise the 
risk of more outbreaks and fur- 
ther devastate the mostly U.S.- 
owned maquilas, the factories 
that are the backbone of the 
supply chain and the local econ- 


Today is Memorial Day. 
On the last Monday in 
May each year, Amer- 
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Hong Kong protesters 
decry Beijing’s power play 
Police fired tear gas, used a water 


cannon to disperse protesters and L67 
arrested more than 100 people 
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ployees are set to return to work 
after the government caved to 
intense pressure from the 
Trump administration to ramp 


gions hardest hit by COVID-19. 
The symbiotic cities, wary of 

each other over the rising num- 

ber of coronavirus cases, have 


Mexico, which began re- 
opening in three phases last 
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icans pause to pay 
tribute to the men and 
women who have given 
their lives in our nation’s 
defense. 


coach who led three teams to the 
Final Four and was the first to take 
four schools to the NCAA Tourna- 
ment, died Saturday. He was 84. 7A 
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